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GOVERNMENT SURVEILLANCE 

I also want to talk about the need to 
protect our civil liberties and our Con-
stitutional rights. When I joined the 
Senate in 2007, I was a bit of an outlier. 
But I am not referring to my status as 
the only working farmer in the Senate 
or to my haircut. 

I am referring to my opposition to 
the Patriot Act. 

Montanans elected me to the U.S. 
Senate after I made it clear that I 
didn’t just want to fix the Patriot Act, 
I wanted to repeal it. I still do. But re-
cent events have focused many of us in 
the Senate on my concerns with the 
Patriot Act and some parts of the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act or 
FISA. 

A recent national survey reveals 
Americans are shifting in favor of rein-
ing in government surveillance pro-
grams. In fact, since 2010, nearly twice 
as many Americans say government 
spying is going too far and restricting 
our civil liberties. 

Folks like me are now mainstream. 
Support for repeal—or at least 
changes—to the Patriot Act is up 
among both Democrats and Repub-
licans. 

As a result, more Members of Con-
gress are expressing their concerns 
about the extent of the government’s 
spying programs, and the Nation is fi-
nally talking about how to fundamen-
tally balance our civil liberties with 
our national security. 

Of course, the recent NSA scandal is 
at the heart of Washington’s newfound 
interest in standing up for our civil lib-
erties. And lawmakers should be out-
raged, because the secret collection of 
our phone and internet records is a per-
fect example for what happens when 
government ignores our Constitutional 
rights. We didn’t need Edward Snowden 
to tell us the Federal Government is 
circumventing our Constitutional 
rights. 

Whatever one thinks of Edward 
Snowden—and I think what he did was 
wrong and hurt our country—the re-
ality is that he was not blowing the 
whistle on illegal activities. He dis-
closed information about programs 
that were perfectly legal. 

And that is the problem. The NSA is 
using bad laws to undertake massive 
data collection on American citizens. 

Just over 2 years ago—here on the 
Senate floor—I said the Patriot Act is 
compromising the very liberties and 
rights that make our Nation great and 
respected around the world. 

At that time I said the Patriot Act 
gives our government full authority to 
dig through our private records and tap 
our phones—without even having to 
get a judge’s warrant. 

It did not take rocket science to fig-
ure it out, it is in the law. 

And now it is time to have a full, 
open debate about the Patriot Act and 
the FISA amendments. 

The Patriot Act is an invasion of pri-
vacy. The FISA Amendments Act is no 
better. 

Both are an affront to our freedoms, 
and—to me—they raise constitutional 
questions. I am not a lawyer, so I do 
not know if they are unconstitutional. 
But I can tell you that they do not rep-
resent the values and the privacy 
rights of law-abiding Americans. 

That is why I have voted to repeal it. 
And it is why I voted against extending 
the FISA Act in December. 

But we can not go back in time. We 
can only move forward and take action 
now to better balance our civil lib-
erties with our national security. 

To get our intelligence policy back 
on track in a way that is true to our 
values, here is what we need to do: 

First, we have to fix our laws. We 
need to do more than just put the gov-
ernment’s spying programs under the 
microscope and we need to rein them 
in. 

That is why I am also supporting a 
bill that makes it harder for the gov-
ernment to obtain phone call records 
and forces Federal officials to prove 
that sought-after records can be linked 
to a foreign terrorist or group. 

The Chairman of the Senate Judici-
ary Committee wrote this bill. I cer-
tainly would not call the senior Sen-
ator from Vermont an outlier. 

We must have increased transparency 
and accountability about how these 
programs are being implemented and 
why they are being run the way they 
are. 

That is why I joined with one-quarter 
of the Senate to call on the Director of 
National Intelligence to justify the col-
lection of Americans’ phone and per-
sonal information. It has been 3 weeks, 
and we have not gotten a response yet. 

We need answers, and they need to be 
truthful. 

That is also why a bipartisan group 
of Senators has once again introduced 
legislation to declassify important 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Court opinions. 

Americans deserve to know what 
legal arguments the government is 
using to spy on them, and this bill will 
do just that. 

We need a functioning Privacy and 
Civil Liberties Oversight Board. The 
Privacy and Civil Liberties Board is 
charged with making sure national se-
curity measures do not violate the 
rights of law-abiding Americans. For 
years, seats on the panel sat empty. 

But soon after I called on the panel 
to investigate the NSA, board members 
found themselves at the White House 
meeting with the President. 

That is a good thing. And they need 
to continue to have the access and the 
ear of the President to do their job ef-
fectively on behalf of the American 
people. 

It is a new day. Times are changing. 
The American people are taking a hard 
look at what Federal officials are doing 
in the name of national security, and 
what it means for them and their fami-
lies. The question is whether this body 
will live up to the American people’s 
new expectations. 

After the attacks of September 11, 
Congress approved the PATRIOT Act 
and our Nation went to war. We 
stamped out Al Qaeda cells and put ter-
ror on its heels around the world. 

Then and now, our military and in-
telligence communities performed 
bravely. They are better trained, 
stronger, smarter, and more effective 
than any other force on the planet. I 
thank them for their service. From top 
to bottom, I thank each and every one 
of them for doing their difficult jobs 
each and every day. 

Congress did not give our intelligence 
community a blank check to walk all 
over the constitutional rights of law- 
abiding Americans and Montanans. I 
am confident American citizens can be 
kept safe without snooping around in 
our private lives. 

Americans and Montanans are con-
cerned about the government right 
now. They have seen the recent news 
about the government missteps, over-
reach and scandals and wonder where 
Washington’s priorities lie. They won-
der whether anyone is looking down 
the road to see where this country is 
going. 

Every measure I have outlined today 
will help restore the balance between 
national security and privacy, and 
every one of them has strong bipar-
tisan support. 

I will keep working with Democrats, 
Republicans, Independents, and anyone 
else to defend our civil liberties and for 
the ideals of our Founding Fathers. 
Freedom, privacy, and a government 
controlled by the people are the prin-
ciples on which our forefathers founded 
our Nation, and they are the principles 
that led Montanans to send me to 
Washington and represent them. 

Our constitutional rights are what 
make us the greatest country in the 
world, and we cannot let them be taken 
away one new law at a time. 

PANCREATIC CANCER 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 

today I wish to remember all those we 
have lost in Connecticut and through-
out the Nation due to pancreatic can-
cer and other types of recalcitrant can-
cers, and to raise awareness of the im-
portance of continued efforts to bring 
about more effective treatments and 
widespread education to fight this per-
nicious disease. 

Lisa Hayes was a journalist from 
Connecticut. She worked for an inter-
national nonprofit organization that 
worked to get medications and health 
care to developing countries. She was 
the editor for Doctors without Borders, 
and a fearless advocate for the under-
dog. Lisa was 45 when she was diag-
nosed with stage IV pancreatic cancer. 
Her symptoms were dry skin and fa-
tigue. Being a working mother of two 
and it being winter, Lisa thought noth-
ing of it. When she was diagnosed, she 
was told ‘‘There is no hope. Go home 
and kiss your kids good-bye.’’ Lisa 
tried an oral chemotherapy regime, but 
it was unsuccessful. She lived for 4 
months afterwards, then died four days 
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shy of her 46th birthday, leaving be-
hind a husband and two children under 
the age of 12. 

While overall cancer incidence and 
death rates are declining, that is far 
from the case for pancreatic cancer. 
Pancreatic cancer is the deadliest of 
all major forms of cancer, having the 
lowest 5-year survival rate of only 6 
percent. It will strike more than 45,000 
Americans this year—73 percent of 
whom will die within a year of their di-
agnosis. 

Recalcitrant cancers, such as those 
that develop in the pancreas, are dif-
ficult to detect. By definition, these 
cancers have low survival rates; and, 
sadly, we have not seen substantial 
progress in diagnosing or treating 
these diseases. For these reasons, I was 
proud to cosponsor the Recalcitrant 
Cancer Research Act, which was passed 
and signed into law near the end of the 
112th Congress. In addition to other 
provisions, this law authorized the Na-
tional Cancer Institute, NCI, to imple-
ment a strategic plan to battle pan-
creatic cancer. This law takes further 
steps to establish a committee to ad-
vise the NCI on research goals for pan-
creatic cancer, and also requires the 
creation of an education program to 
train health care providers, patients, 
and their families on issues specifically 
related to this devastating disease. 

As required by the Recalcitrant Can-
cer Research Act, the NCI recently re-
leased its report on these issues. The 
report includes four recommended re-
search initiatives as identified by a 
working group of leading health ex-
perts. I applaud the NCI for taking this 
important step, and I look forward to 
continuing to support the agency’s 
work in this area. Efforts such as these 
are vital to improving our health, and 
I invite my colleagues to join me in 
their support. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
BALDWIN). The clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. BLUNT. I ask unanimous consent 
that the order for the quorum call be 
rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, I rise 
to discuss my hold on the nominee 
whom we will be voting on this after-
noon, Gina McCarthy. Gina McCarthy 
is the President’s nominee to lead the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
There is no doubt that there are lots of 
things to be concerned about with the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

There are 12 States that just sued the 
EPA over the Agency’s sue-and-settle 
tactics. There are rules and regula-
tions, if they are allowed to go forward, 
that will raise energy prices. There are 
lots of issues to debate, and we will 
continue to debate those. 

This is about a more targeted area. I 
have only been in the Senate for a cou-
ple of years. What is a hold? A hold is 

put on a nomination when there is a 
problem that needs to be solved or for 
a problem that just can’t be solved. 
Some may object to the nominee or 
some may object to something that has 
happened that should permanently dis-
qualify that particular individual from 
any job. 

This is a hold on a problem that 
could be solved. This is one of the 
things that individual Senators still 
have the ability to do. This is not in-
tended to stop a nominee but to at 
least make it more difficult for that 
nominee to be confirmed. It is one of 
the things we can do to say: Let’s do 
what we can to solve this problem. It 
has to be defensible. In my view, it has 
to be something a Senator is willing to 
talk about. We did away with the so- 
called secret holds in the Senate in re-
cent years so we know who has the 
hold. If anyone wants to know, I sup-
pose they could almost always find out 
why they have it. 

In my case, I would like the adminis-
tration to do something they promised 
to do in February; that is, to reach an 
agreement on a set of facts that relate 
to a longstanding project in my State 
of Missouri. Let me be clear: I am not 
asking anybody to spend any money. I 
am not asking anybody to approve a 
project. This is about a draft statement 
that is out there that the government 
keeps arguing with itself about. 

There is an old saying that you are 
entitled to your own opinion, but you 
are not entitled to your own facts. I 
don’t care what opinion any of these 
agencies have. That is outside of this 
discussion. 

What I care about is agreeing on the 
facts. There is a project in the 
‘‘bootheel’’ of Missouri. Actually, for 
anyone who has a map of the United 
States, you can get pretty close to 
where the project is located. The 
bootheel in southeast Missouri is pret-
ty easy to find on any map that identi-
fies the States. Anybody can get very 
close to this project. The St. Johns 
Bayou-New Madrid Floodway Project 
has been mired in bureaucratic infight-
ing and unresolved government dis-
putes for at least 30 years. 

In fact, 1954 was when the govern-
ment said they would take care of this 
levee problem. They said it again in 
1986. It is as if every 32 years we need 
to renew our commitment to do this 
job. 

Congress authorized this project. It 
would add 1,500 feet of levee. It would 
close a gap in the levee system around 
the river; 1,500 feet is not a long space. 
It can be measured by football fields or 
however else you want to measure it. 
We are talking about 1,500 feet. We are 
talking about how that would work. 

After years of going back and forth 
over the first environmental impact 
statement, the Army Corps of Engi-
neers produced a second draft of this 
statement in July of 2011. What do I 
mean by agreeing to the facts? One of 
the facts in dispute in any levee flood 
is always wetlands. In this case, the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture said 
there were 500 acres of wetlands. The 
Environmental Protection Agency 
said: No, there are 118,000 acres of wet-
lands. 

Obviously, this is a pretty big 
floodway if 117,500 acres of it could be 
in dispute as to whether it is wetlands, 
and that is a pretty big discrepancy. 
These are two government agencies. 
There is only one definition for wet-
land. Is it 500 acres or is it 118,000 
acres? I think the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service had some number somewhere 
in the middle, but that is no way to 
solve disputes. 

The facts are the facts. What meets 
the definition? This draft of the envi-
ronmental impact statement—people 
could comment on this draft if it be-
came public. It is not a final state-
ment. I have been asking for a draft 
statement. It has now been out there 
for 2 years. In March of 2012, I sent two 
letters to try to address this problem. 
One letter went to the Fish & Wildlife 
Service and one was sent to the EPA. 

In June of 2012, the Army Corps with-
drew the revised statement due to on-
going concerns with these other two 
agencies. 

In September of 2012, Congresswoman 
Emerson—who is from that congres-
sional district in Missouri—and I sent a 
letter expressing our disappointment 
about all of this foot dragging. 

In October of that year, we visited 
the project to try to figure out what 
the problem could be for all the farm 
families and those who would be im-
pacted as well as others who want to be 
sure they have the right kind of flood 
protection. 

In December of 2012, Missouri col-
league Senator MCCASKILL wrote the 
heads of the EPA and Fish & Wildlife 
demanding that they reach a resolu-
tion in 30 days and that they present 
this new environmental impact state-
ment in 60 days. So now there is a Re-
publican Senator and Democratic Sen-
ator asking the government to quit ar-
guing with itself and come up with an 
agreement on the facts. This is about 
the facts, not about opinions. 

In July of 2013, the Army Corps with-
drew its revised draft statement once 
again and the EPA said: We are going 
to take this all the way to the White 
House for review. 

In February of this year, 2013, Sen-
ator MCCASKILL and I had a meeting in 
her office with representatives of these 
agencies. During that meeting in Feb-
ruary, all the agencies agreed to reach 
an agreement surrounding the facts by 
March 15. 

They came up with this deadline. 
Senator MCCASKILL and I didn’t ask 
them when or how quickly they could 
do this. They said: We will get this 
done by March 15. 

Unfortunately, on March 15 they 
called and said: We couldn’t quite get 
it done by March 15. So I said: OK. One 
way I can have some impact is with 
this nominee for EPA. So the next 
week, March 18, I placed a hold on her 
nomination. 
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