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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New Report Projects Pancreatic Cancer to Become the Second Leading Cause of Cancer Death in the United States by 2020  
  Pancreatic Cancer Action Network Releases the Report Highlighting the Rising Threat of Pancreatic Cancer

Manhattan Beach, CA (September 11, 2012)  — The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network released a report today titled “The Alarming Rise of Pancreatic Cancer Deaths in the United States: Why We Need to Stem the Tide Today,” detailing the rising threat of pancreatic cancer.  The report reveals the startling observation that based on projections of U.S. population and cancer death rates, pancreatic cancer is anticipated to move from the fourth to the second leading cause of cancer death in the U.S. by 2020, and possibly as early as 2015. 

                      Pancreatic cancer is the only one of the current top five cancer killers for which both the incidence rate and death rate have increased in recent years. The report further projects that based on the changing demographics of the U.S. population and changes in the incidence rate and death rate, the number of new cases of pancreatic cancer will increase more than 2-fold and the number of deaths will increase by 2.4-fold by the year 2030.

Pancreatic cancer is the only one of the current top five cancer killers with a projected increase in the number of deaths; deaths from lung, colorectal, breast and prostate cancer are decreasing. Research has resulted in medical improvements that have positively impacted other forms of cancer. In fact, during the past 40 years the five-year relative survival rate for all cancers combined has climbed from under 50 percent to over 65 percent. 

Unfortunately, pancreatic cancer has not benefited from these medical advances. Today, there continues to be no early detection tool or effective treatment for pancreatic cancer. The result is that pancreatic cancer is the only one of the top cancer killers with a five-year relative survival rate in the single digits, at six percent.

“This report’s revelation that pancreatic cancer will soon become the second leading cause of cancer death in the nation is truly frightening,” stated Julie Fleshman, president and CEO of the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network.  “Medical advancements and new technologies have generally helped improve cancer patients’ chances of survival, but this report shows that these medical improvements have not translated to pancreatic cancer.”

The report notes that the survival rate will not improve and the number of pancreatic cancer deaths will only continue to grow unless federal action is taken.  According to the report, federal research attention is needed to avoid the current trajectory.  The report calls on the passage of the Pancreatic Cancer Research and Education Act (S. 362/HR 733), which is currently before Congress. The bill requires the National Cancer Institute develop a long-term, comprehensive plan of action to address pancreatic cancer.  The bill has already garnered significant bipartisan support with nearly 60 Senators and more than 280 Members of Congress co-sponsoring the legislation.

                      “Given the bleak outlook provided by this report, the increased federal attention that the Pancreatic Cancer Research & Education Act would provide is both necessary and timely,” added Fleshman.  “It is essential that Congress heed this report’s warnings and pass the Pancreatic Cancer Research & Education Act by the end of this year.  We cannot allow for these grim projections to become a reality, pancreatic cancer sufferers and their families deserve hope.” 

To view the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network’s report, visit www.pancan.org/report                    

About the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network
  The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network is the national organization creating hope in a comprehensive way through research, patient support, community outreach and advocacy for a cure. The organization is leading the way to increase the survival rate for people diagnosed with this devastating disease through a bold initiative — The Vision of Progress: Double the Pancreatic Cancer Survival Rate by 2020. Together, we can know, fight and end pancreatic cancer by intensifying our efforts to heighten awareness, raise funds for comprehensive private research, and advocate for dedicated federal research to advance early diagnostics, better treatments and increase chances of survival.                        

###

                      Contact:
                      Jennifer Reeves Rosen
                      Senior Manager, Public Relations
                      Pancreatic Cancer Action Network
                      Direct: 310-706-3362
                      Cell: 310-460-8901 (On site in DC September 10-12)
                      Email: jrosen@pancan.org                    
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                    Pancreatic Cancer Action Network®, PanCAN®, PurpleStride®, Wage Hope®, Know Your Tumor®, Powerful Knowledge. Personal Treatment.®, 
                    Precision Promise℠ and Demand Better For Patients. For Survival.℠ are the trademarks of the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network, Inc.
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